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WHERE HAYEZ ALL THE MISFITS
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Menly long yesrs—sgo there were % grolp of Neppy 14 ttle people in the st-te of
Michi¥on, they sat sroulld weekends~ =nd telked =bout rocketships,” they met in ¥Books t-
ores snd took trips to ~musement’perks, Thi¥ 1lit¥le’ group grew =nd grew, in a couple
of yeors they were holding reguler meetings -nd h-d » membership of over 100.

lhey celled themselves The Michigsn Seiena¥ F-n’bl’ Scctoty. = neme th=t wes sSool
shirtened to *Misfits", Over the yesrs the RAeme hes Pameimed but there have beenvest
€honges in the grup itself. A very fev of Who 92gided o@mdaPs are still ~round =nd
» few more ere tr-ce-ble, .
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Over The yesrs 1 have tried %o keep Wwei . .-M.M I mey a8 well report

on them =t this time,
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Our primeYy foulider wes ene BenYamit™Singdlly @ youth of seme 16 of 17 Years, he wes
wildly enthu-stic sbout the ¢lud, =nd“verious ®ther things. Ben's early =dventures
hove be€n well documented over the yeeprs, ® full report on these will have to weit
until Martin Alger and I do our long plonned *History Of ThHe MisTits".

As Ben_ grew older he (o3 most do) disctvered girls »nd nlong about 'Sl he grew
Interested in one Nancy Moore, & sexy femwle from Cincinettiy Nency moved to Detroit
snd for the next twp yeprs we wiited for on ennouncement of = wedding.

\ e welding neveér cofle off, Non€y & Ben hes’ = s¥rong diBagreement -nd tHe next
tifing wé koéw Ben W-s plenning to m5rry”» non-f=n n=med Eleenor, In the mesntime
Noney hed merried enother Detroit f-:n Harold Shepira,
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With his merri-ge Ben ~lffiost vonished Trom our stight, wife El€-nor disepproved of
fens ~nd I suppose figuredth~t she wtuld hov¥ enough diTficulty r-ising Ben without
outside influente, I'm forced to ~dmit thet she did™» good job. IN th¥ next few
Ye-r¥ Bel held -~ sec€ssion of improving jobs, by the lete '50's Ben w-s Nalf oWner of
¥ small advertising ~gency.” To the best of my knowledge they hed no re-lly large
accounts but they seem to heve prosperead,
> In th® early '60's, oh -bout '61 I think, Belf sold his inter¥t to his Portner »nd

storted toking college ¥ourses. Obviously Ben h-d grown up, T c=n"well imwgine the
problems he"must have h-d in even finishing hTgh school.¥ In ~hycese he took some
courses locnlly and 'then moved to Pennsylv-ni~ when he ren the gsmut of courses.

In~the 153t few ye-.srs“We've séen elmost nothEng“bfihin|“gener-11ly he would be
home ®r~ch year «%t Christii~e time ~nd wéuld plon¥ me. L~st we¥k he ploned, le tells
me~thot he now has his m~sters degree ~nd th-t ~Yter the halid-y®¥ he nd Kle-nor will
t¥avel to Europe for sever-l months then he'll t~ke one of seversl tesching jobs thot
hove been offered to him, ¥

I wish him well, but I"just c~n*t re-lly imsgine Ben ~s ~ p¥ofessor, this is the
boy th-~t uSed to p-Ss ocut »theist p-mplets to memberss of Tehoval's Witness's. He's
the one thot brought the FBI down dn Bennett Sims thrdugh = three-tening lettér. Ch,
the legends of Stnger wottld ®~sily fill these meger p-ges~~nd the od3d thing sbout
hifi is th-~t no m~tter wh-t t~le we invented it would be fer less then the true one
thot Bennie would brlng upon himself the follomng veek.,
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He's tells me thst he specitlized in -bnorm-l pyschology ~nd I merely commented
thet =t lerst he h~d o working b-ckground of the subject!
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Herold (Hel) Shapire b

‘no ther of te orginal mapbers was Hadl Shepire, o Tnther shaYp tongued  tedn~-sger
who liked to pley one-up =nd get tnvolved in things fanni¥h. = H-1 never had » stronf
into¥st Tn Stiencefiction. “~ He wes m¥re concerned with fens »nd Publishing™ia generasl
he haf moint-incd Yome~colit-ct with fandem through mest of the yesrs since about '48.

Hol seams™ %0 have = t~lcnt for getting wound up in things, sometimes too deeply.

Probably sbout 1latc '48 he enlisted@ in the Xrmy, frem™'48 to '52 he spetit time in
Alasks, the Southwost =nd in Missouri. Le probsbly met M-ncy Veere (Cincinatti) in
1949 =nd presumably carried on somc corrcspondence with her,

He had occesional furlofighs to Dctroit ~nd s=w Nency » few times in '52, to eur
Burp¥ise thoy were mnrried -bodt August of '52, Presum¥®bly he ceuldn't get Yeave
for - honeymotnsince he went back®¥ Missouri -nd spent » few weeks in the guerd-
house while Nancy moved in with his mksister.
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I don't recall just wher Ho)l wes“discharged f¥om the 4¥my but ¥t couldn' thave
beon two many mbnths befere he w-s dack with us, ~nd soon ofter that he ~nd Nandy
moved to Cinoinsttis I doh*tvkne®'t5e mac of his lift in CiNoinetti other then
the t he workcd at verious jebs, the Singer sewing m-chinec ce. emong others.

“During 1959 le and = pertmer formecd » sm=11 =dver'tisirg or promotion compeny, I
recell thath® wanted to push ¥ome sort of" pfomotion at the Detention Vhereby he ~
would give owey onc Br more "dismonds. Ve had no re-son to think it weE othor then
honest, but we were =wful c-mutious in those d-ys ~nd turned him down flet.

“ Hal"& Nancy attolided th¥ Dectention but within the next few wetks their merrisge
ceme #psrt at the scems. Hal rettirned to Dr tioit while Neoncy remsined in Cinetmatti.

“ Hel threw »n ¥xpcn¥ive NeWw Yeor's Eve* st - loc-1"hoter thot winter, then gsve up
whetever thie compsfy w-s he N-d to Cincinemtti. He v-s flat broke, without even the
money o p=y his party bill -t the hot=l.

he tricd Yo get into ndvertising work in *etroit -nd spPercntly didn’t meke it,

he m-y hsve h~d som: stiort term j®us"tut the next thing T hove klowlcdge of Was seme
monts later whecn he w-¥ Workiag « % s-lcsm-n for the H~rnss TH-nci?) mernufscturing
comp~n¥ of Yhio or Indien-., ke ¥.s a2 ovcr the ro~d =~1csman ~nd wn8 out of toewn
quite a bit,

's somc of you“know he 1¥Ft Douroit just before Christmes of '60, he travoled to
Wyoming, mecting N~ney who h¥d joinéd thd WACs. PerhEps he hoped to re-merry but
she =lre-dy~h~d her divo-ce =11 in eny ¢-se nothilig come of this, In th® next fow
weeks he traveled widcly, {05, Indi~ra,ui's, Mi mi. ete ~mong other pleces. Then
he scttled down for ~whiic.
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From «Pproxim~tely ccb '61 to Bcpt of €4 ho spent his time in Krnses, Terre
Heutc, Indian~, & Flo¥iu~. he returncd to o.Y bosom in Soptamber of'6l end hers
bcen wi th us sTnce " th~t time.. “He worked for - few wceks ~t ~ wholestle groforer,
however thcy have & policy of laying off thciy men every 12 woeks to ~void paying
unenployment insur-nec, h-1 h-d to go.
“Scver-l months ~Zo ( perheps 1-st Spring) he went to worly ~s a driver sslesmsn
fo¥ = soft drink comprny. He wSrked for them until Bome timz thTs sufimer when hc™
Started to work for snodher company sclling bottled wnter - -2tu-lly = very similsr
job only this timc they didn't color & sug-r their product.
fic scems to hove @%ne wedl with them, somcwhere in his treveols he fict & young
lsdy who mu¥t b¥ quite ~mbitious, At the effc of nin®tcenshc wns -lre-~dy rssistant
m=n~ger of - chein driig stdre. I17suppose H-1 must hav® wonted to hitch his™wegon to
s rising ster, In ony c-~sec he Morried her two wt'cks =g0. BRe isTbeing tr-neferrcd

to the L-onsing 8ffice ncxt weck -s some sort of m-n-ger ~nd thpus passes from our
View =g-in for swhile, '



George H, Young

s

Most of you will know George, by reputstion, if not in person.- George ~grin wss
= founding member of the Misfits, to* the best of my knowledge it w=s George & Ben
Singer vho docidod to fom the clubd aftor botng forcod out of tho Hyperbore=ns,

In =ny c-se G¥orge w-s on ttie scens e-rly in 1947 ~nd w~s » prime mover in~the °
club, he Was probsbly =bout 16 =¢ the time. (possIbly 17). He was under less paren’bl
cofitrol then fiost of our meffibers, NoV, George wes alwsys the happy-go-lucky sort and
stnyed this Way unt&l ﬂ:e laat fow 'o-n.

It was George who pl-nned tripsg pushed p&-u for atfending comvehitions™ ( hi¥ forst
first wag the Toreon). George §§ wesf who wiire the fIrst propeller be-nie, ~nd wes
mighty proud of it. s regént as Wree yer§ »go R-y NeIson w-8 stiIl dr~wing
YBennie Boy*“ c~rfoons, orginelly they vere meant to.portr-y George features wnd his
sttitlide townrd things in geners-lg some ye-rs l-ter he ~dded George's wife Mory in
his ¢~rtoons,

George gr-dudted frim Plgh''school ~nd men-~}ed to 15nd » jobin » medium sized faet
ory in Detroit. HYs pl-lis Weceme even more fir-ndise ~s the ye-rs went by, surprisinge
ly he m-n~ged o corry meny of them through =fter - f-shion, hovever he w-s more given
to mpulses ﬁn-n to pl-nning -nd ﬂma bec-me the butt of most of our jokes,

he was alweys so serious ebout these things that eventuslly we coi‘ned the phrsZe

*the hurt look' referrilig to George when someone Would eéxplode His plans. Th¥ yesrs
rolled on but George cheongéd Yittle, George it u~s who bought » pikit sized recer &
n@ver got it running,” it wes George who bought = secession of old c-rs, few of- whioh
r=n or l=sted more mnn = few vesks vhen he did get them running. ;

“ In 1951 George wes dr-rud. %0 meneged o foW months training in thé mid“south &
manrged " to attend” the Nolsocon., #¥ went overse-s - few ménths latter ~nd s-w service
iY Korea, HE ¥pe~ks of ¥hooting «nd deing shot »~t but h~-d mdre references to mixed
bathilfig in Japsn.” He csme b-~gk % us in“the Spring’of *53 ~nd we welcomed him With
Spen ~rms,. He h®d =11 t¥is fioney he®d" s~-ved overse-~s ~-nd promptly spent it On an
~lmost new Stiidebaker, tHeT Y-sted him «bout two weeks. One night's friend was™
driving him b~cK to Indfen- =nd they phone.poled. Ve didn't see ~ny comb=t sesrs
but he got = beautv from the v1ndshield. : P

Soot Ueorge wes dischargBd, h¥ went b-gk to work for EXcello corpdretion =nd deeid-
ed to ~ttend college., fle s=ved - 1Tttle money then totk ~ le-ve of s=Bscénce from His
job.™ ke spent most of the neXt yesr in college but w-sn' t doing especially vell =8
he w-8 enjoying himself with parties, otc.

The Spring terfi ended in June of '54 ¥nd George decided Me'd better get » summer
job,he ~cquirred -~ finrncee some months eerlier. Somehow the~% summerhe just never
got ~round to getting the job, In"July he & Roger Sims put » minor ~ffsir called the
Border Cities Conferencs, then it w-¥ l-mo¥t time for the big one in Frisco. He =nd
Roger took the few doll~rs th¥y hed ~nd he-~ded west (See Collector Sum *'54).” Vell,
the mmoney r=n out. Gforge m~de it home but dborely. He steyed in Uetroit » Week br
two tHen“he-ded upto CeBill~e to visit Nis femily. ° 5Le spent:the Winter in Cedillee,
(it w=s » mighty b~d yesr in Detroit), ~nd got s smll job in » locel hobby shop
there. -

* Spting csme -nd we tholight sure thet"George woiild be b~ck biit he didn't shop up;
%long »Bout this time I s ferted working &t @!'s “tr~nsmission plant, working seven deys
~ week nnd mskilig ‘piles ‘of mondy.. “'I stsrted t¥-ring off 'my checks stubs ($150 to'"

- $170 per Week) -nd ‘sending ‘them to his f-ther, ~long with notes * 'if George was here
he'd be meking money, inste-d of ‘setting up there drinking your ‘Peer -nd smoking 'your
cigorettes®, This seemed t0 heve =n effect - Yeorge c-me home to us.
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*" Georgé cefie Yack e=rlyth-t suffimer. He "took = job driving = cab Snpd gquickly
le~rned thet w-s8 %n ide~l wey To 8torve to de~ti. Eventu~1ly he did » job working
with tie ~t the Tr~npsmis¥ion pl-nt.” He bought -n old Hudson ~nd merrily we rolled
back »nd forth to ¥Ypsil~nti every =-fternoon.

He h=dn't re-lly "chenged. Ve'd drive h-1lf of the 22 miles on the gr~vel ¥houlder,
dédging m-il boxes,'p-ssing every thing i¥ sight, trying to m-ke up the l-ote start we'sd
gbtten, ve seldoli m~de it on time. Fin~lly in*"December~we disposed of the HIudson, it
weE the fir¥t sn~owfsll of the seeson, there's « Tompliceted "a* curve on the eXpréss-
Woy. "e m~de th¥ first leg, then left the highw-y, went down through the medien -nd
up onto e highwsy off~in -« Yagipg the’ on-commg (r-i‘hc. Kei ther of us were hurt
but the csr w~sn't wewr th repeirzng. 5 -
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George h-d been d-ting s local tren-afe T<¥ -nd hie t0ld me in Jam~ry th-t they
vere thinking of getting m~rried. Two weeks 1-ter? they decided they'd we=ited long
enough ~nd he told Vory qauthworth to bride.

They vére fi~rried in Februery of *56 -~nd sock'sftér tha€ things got recky for™
them, he v~-s 1-id off froff the” @i plant In Jine ~nd h-d - 8ecession of jobs in~smsll
totl shotis. "~ The first beby come th-t f-11 ~nd thev proceeded like clockwork =fter
thant, PlMory hRd olie every ye~r for th& next five. For tlie next couple of ye=srs
George found it e~-sy “to Bet jobs but ~ few wetks or perh-ps e couple of months wss
the best he could do 5t %ny of them. The pl-nt Would slow dowl ~nd George would
move on, or he'd get - s-lesm-n job just beforc s-les hit the se~sonel bottom. At
times we vondered just what they vere living on.

ihere we¥e frequest thre-ts to cut off the he-%, 5r 1ight¥, etc ~nd sometimes
they'dlsck '~ phone Yor = few months.” “T.emnvhile they'd be onother mouth to feed
with each p~tsing ye-r, vhen ey h~d ~""c~r”it wocu L’ ueed frejuent repsirs or would
8it for"weeks, months ( in one c~se over » ye- r) bb--a.; they l~cked the money to moke
the repeirs. '
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“Fin-lly «bout two ye-~rs things picKed up ge.ei~.,y .n ¥ne Detroit -re~ =nd George
flen-ged 10 hoXd jolbs long eough to p~y off stme of Liz"hock debts. They ~ciuirred
e cor l-st year th#t s¥ems 5 Ve .olding up ~nd two ye rs ngo “eorge working » check-
ki ting scheme ~nd -ctu-1lly m-n-ged to buy -~ house. :
The house buying deserves ~nTifie-tion. . You see they w-nted to buy this G.I.
reposessed House, the houss w.< ~n eXcellent buy { 1 wish™I h-~d bought it) but the
goverment vented proof 6f ~7a...¢nt b-~nk ~ccount, ~ down psyment deposit, etc. 'They
didn't h~ve~thé pot or » pl-re w put Lt. So, George borfowéd $20 Trom Roger Sims,
»nd open®d e Benk ~ccolint, low, he w-s respect-ble ~nd"h-d a Y-nk nccount so he
vent to ~"fin-Mfce comp Wy % borrowed $400 ("Yes, I h-ve = banK ~ccount"). Now he took
the $400 ~nd benked it -3 % s~vifig ~ccoulit. ~ Fe then w¥ote » clieck for $400 =nd
turned this over to the re-~l e¥t~te ®amp~ny,”thz: check wss pre-deted ~nd th&y -greed
to hold it two weeks, The re-1 &st~te Tomp~ny notified the V* thrt they h~d on
deposit $4j00, th® V4 ~nd“found th-t he h~d en ~7crunt &f ~bout $400 ~nd sold him the
huse on » 30 ye~r contr-ct.” Le's been busy m-king p-yment & vsrious people for the
p~st two years but despite »11 this he mennged to come out cleen and the house is his.
For =bout two yesrs he's be®n working »s & h-rdw-re clerk -nd seems to be" “doing

quite weell. The Detention w~s George“elim~ctic point in f-¥dom, while he =ttends
conventiolis etec his f-nnish iliterestes ire prim~rily in the p~st, he gets no current
fonsines ~nd doesn't seemto c~rewh~t is current now, Fe re~ds. some Stf but most of
his le1sure is spent bowling, play1ng brldge, etc. :

0l€f f-ns like old soldiers just quietly f~de ~way.



